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the best for his constituents, for the
entire Congress, and also for the coun-
try.

So with that, CHRIS, I am really
proud to welcome you here today.

And, again, sometimes you hear
about all of the partisanship. Believe
me, we in New York do try to work to-
gether. NITA and I, we don’t always
agree on everything, but we always
find a way to work together. This is
true of most of the members of the del-
egation. I have no doubt that you will
do an outstanding, excellent job. I look
forward to working with you over the
next several months.

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield to our newest Member
of Congress, Congressman CHRIS JA-
COBS.

Mr. JACOBS. Madam Speaker, thank
you very much and thank you for con-
ducting the ceremony today.

I want to thank Representative
LowEY and Representative KING for
those kind introductions.

I also want to acknowledge the Mem-
bers of the entire New York State dele-
gation that are here today. I look for-
ward to working with all of you to help
our State in a time that they are clear-
ly in need, in a fiscal crisis.

I also want to acknowledge my fam-
ily members that are here today: My
wife, Martina, and my daughter, Anna.
Thank you for your love and support
during this campaign. My mother,
Pamela, and my two brothers, Larry
and Luke, are also here. Thank you for
all your support during my entire time
of public service. I love you all very
much.

I also want to acknowledge two spe-
cial friends of mine that are here in the
audience today, Marina Woolcock and
Dr. John Long. John Long has been an
adviser and mentor to me my entire ca-
reer in public service. Dr. John Long is
93 years young, and he is a veteran of
World War II. If we could just acknowl-
edge Dr. Long and thank him for his
service to our country.

Finally, yesterday was my late fa-
ther’s birthday. He would have been 82.
My father was a doctor in Buffalo, New
York. I want to wish him a happy
birthday in heaven, and I want to
thank him for instilling in me a desire
to serve others as he did.

I just want to conclude with a mes-
sage to the citizens of the 27th Con-
gressional District. It is the greatest
honor of my life to be chosen by you to
represent you in Congress. As your
Congressman, I promise to fight hard
every day for the comeback of our re-
gion and to always serve with honesty
and integrity.

Thank you very much.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the gen-
tleman from New York, the whole
number of the House is 431.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

UNWELCOME TACTICS BY
FEDERAL AGENTS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
I fear that people don’t really appre-
ciate what is going on in my hometown
of Portland, Oregon, with the Federal
interference, so let’s put a face on it.

Christopher J. David, a 53-year-old
Navy veteran, graduate of the Naval
Academy, college wrestler, was con-
cerned about the Pinochet-type behav-
ior of Federal officials in our commu-
nity—uninvited, unwelcomed, and un-
prepared.

He felt that their actions as Federal
agents was in violation of their oath to
support, uphold, and defend the Con-
stitution, which our new colleague just
accepted.

When he asked officers how they jus-
tified what they were doing with their
oath of office, he didn’t get an answer;
he got pepper sprayed. He was beaten.
His hand was broken. He is facing sur-
gery to install pins, screws, and plates.

This is the face of the Trump admin-
istration’s unprecedented interference
in our community, taking a difficult
situation and making it worse.

Madam Speaker, I hope my col-
leagues will take a hard look at what is
going on here, because the Trump ad-
ministration is trying to overshadow
its other failures with tactics like this.
There is more on the horizon.

—————

MFAR TRANSPARENCY ACT

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today urging the administration to
delay a harmful rule that would be cat-
astrophic to rural hospitals and
healthcare providers in the 25th Dis-
trict of Texas.

The coronavirus pandemic has pre-
sented challenges unseen before in
American history. While all businesses
have been forced to operate in a new
environment, healthcare providers
have overcome tremendous hurdles to
meet the needs of their patients, de-
spite historical financial losses.

Implementation of the Medicaid Fis-
cal Accountability Rule, or MFAR,
would lead to devastating hospital clo-
sures in Texas and restrict access to
crucial health services.

The financial impact alone would
cost our State nearly $11 billion and
cause local governments to increase
taxes, resulting in less care and more
red tape.

That is why I am leading the fight on
behalf of all Texans. I am proud to in-
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troduce the bipartisan MFAR Trans-
parency Act to analyze the impact of
the rule before blindly moving forward
so that our health systems can con-
tinue to serve patients during the most
dynamic health crisis of our genera-
tion.

I thank my colleague, Congress-
woman EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, for
joining me in this effort.

In God we trust.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JIM
SMITH

(Mr. ROSE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of Mr. Jim Smith, a dedicated commu-
nity advocate, a mentor, and the Fa-
ther of Gay Pride on Staten Island.

Jim was the consummate Staten Is-
lander. As a kid, he was the Staten Is-
land Advance paperboy and a standout
at Curtis High School. He went on to
serve his country in the Coast Guard
and honored his fellow veterans by
bringing home a Vietnam memorial to
West Brighton.

But he is best known as one of the
founders of Staten Island’s Pride Cen-
ter, where he spent years opening
hearts and minds to the idea that love
is love. So, it is only fitting that Jim
left us on the b5lst anniversary of
Stonewall, leaving behind countless
Staten Islanders whose lives are better
for having known him.

Today, we honor his incredible life,
and I hope next year we can honor him
one last time when he looks down and
sees the Pride Center finally marching
down Forest Avenue in our St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade.

———

REVIEWING AMERICA’S ROLE IN
GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, on Thursday, the
Commission on Unalienable Rights of
the State Department report was re-
leased, as reviewed by Walter Russell
Mead in The Wall Street Journal on
Friday. The commission was chaired by
Harvard legal scholar Mary Ann
Glendon.

‘““America’s founding was the most
significant event in the history of
human rights. . . . Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, who convened the com-
mission . . . doubled down on the com-
bative and incendiary nature of the re-
port.”

“Mr. Pompeo summarized their cen-
tral contention about America’s role in
the global fight for human rights in
nine memorable words: ‘America is
special. America is good. America does
good.” It upholds a limited concept of
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